
Lake Khanka International Nature Reserve



Lake KhankaLake KhankaLake KhankaLake Khanka

is the largest freshwater lake in Northeast Asiais the largest freshwater lake in Northeast Asiais the largest freshwater lake in Northeast Asiais the largest freshwater lake in Northeast Asia



Two protected areas were established to Two protected areas were established to Two protected areas were established to Two protected areas were established to 

conserve the wetlands of Lake Khanka:conserve the wetlands of Lake Khanka:conserve the wetlands of Lake Khanka:conserve the wetlands of Lake Khanka:

On the Russian side On the Russian side On the Russian side On the Russian side ----

KhankaiskyKhankaiskyKhankaiskyKhankaisky State Nature Reserve State Nature Reserve State Nature Reserve State Nature Reserve 

(1990);(1990);(1990);(1990);

On the Chinese side On the Chinese side On the Chinese side On the Chinese side –––– Xingkai Hu Xingkai Hu Xingkai Hu Xingkai Hu 

Nature Reserve Nature Reserve Nature Reserve Nature Reserve (1986), whose protection (1986), whose protection (1986), whose protection (1986), whose protection 

level was upgraded to national status in level was upgraded to national status in level was upgraded to national status in level was upgraded to national status in 

1994.1994.1994.1994.



Dominant landscape typesDominant landscape typesDominant landscape typesDominant landscape typesDominant landscape typesDominant landscape typesDominant landscape typesDominant landscape types
Open plains with grassy meadows, swamps, flooded and marshy areaOpen plains with grassy meadows, swamps, flooded and marshy areaOpen plains with grassy meadows, swamps, flooded and marshy areaOpen plains with grassy meadows, swamps, flooded and marshy areas and s and s and s and 

numerous shallow lakesnumerous shallow lakesnumerous shallow lakesnumerous shallow lakes



On June 29, 2005, 
the Khankaisky Nature 

Reserve received 
UNESCO Biosphere 

Reserve status and was 
included in the UNESCO 

World Heritage List.

In 1976, this area was 
designated as a Ramsar
Convention wetland site, 
on the basis of its 
importance 
for migratory bird 
species. 

In April 1996, the 
Governments of the Russian 
Federation and People’s 

Republic of China signed an 
agreement to create Lake 

Khanka International Nature 
Reserve, combining 

Khankaisky Nature Reserve in 
Russia with Xingkai Hu 

Nature Reserve in China.



Russia-China Lake Khanka 
Nature Reserve was 

established according to an 
Agreement between the 

Governments of the Russian 
Federation and People’s 

Republic of China signed to 
create Lake Khanka 

International Nature Reserve 
(Beijing, April 25, 1996).

In 1996 the first step was made towards In 1996 the first step was made towards In 1996 the first step was made towards In 1996 the first step was made towards 

uniting the Russian and Chinese uniting the Russian and Chinese uniting the Russian and Chinese uniting the Russian and Chinese 

protected areasprotected areasprotected areasprotected areas



Since the creation of the transboundary nature reserve more than 15 meetings have been 

held with Russian participants from government and law enforcement agencies, scientific 

institutions and non-governmental organizations. During those meetings several 

agreements were signed.



Working Conference to promote activities of Lake Khanka InternatWorking Conference to promote activities of Lake Khanka InternatWorking Conference to promote activities of Lake Khanka InternatWorking Conference to promote activities of Lake Khanka International ional ional ional 

Nature Reserve, Nature Reserve, Nature Reserve, Nature Reserve, 

MishanMishanMishanMishan, Heilongjiang Province, China, October 2003, Heilongjiang Province, China, October 2003, Heilongjiang Province, China, October 2003, Heilongjiang Province, China, October 2003



RussianRussianRussianRussian----Chinese Workshop on Joint Scientific Research, Chinese Workshop on Joint Scientific Research, Chinese Workshop on Joint Scientific Research, Chinese Workshop on Joint Scientific Research, 

Xingkai Hu Nature ReserveXingkai Hu Nature ReserveXingkai Hu Nature ReserveXingkai Hu Nature Reserve, , , , 

China, March 2005China, March 2005China, March 2005China, March 2005



Working Conference on Biodiversity Conservation in the Lake KhanWorking Conference on Biodiversity Conservation in the Lake KhanWorking Conference on Biodiversity Conservation in the Lake KhanWorking Conference on Biodiversity Conservation in the Lake Khanka Basin, ka Basin, ka Basin, ka Basin, 

bilateral cooperation and designating Lake Khanka as a UNESCO Bibilateral cooperation and designating Lake Khanka as a UNESCO Bibilateral cooperation and designating Lake Khanka as a UNESCO Bibilateral cooperation and designating Lake Khanka as a UNESCO Biosphere Nature osphere Nature osphere Nature osphere Nature 

Reserve, Reserve, Reserve, Reserve, SpasskSpasskSpasskSpassk----DalniyDalniyDalniyDalniy, Russia, September 2005, Russia, September 2005, Russia, September 2005, Russia, September 2005



Second International Research and Working Conference Second International Research and Working Conference Second International Research and Working Conference Second International Research and Working Conference 

on Wetland Conservation Issues in Lake Khanka Basin, on Wetland Conservation Issues in Lake Khanka Basin, on Wetland Conservation Issues in Lake Khanka Basin, on Wetland Conservation Issues in Lake Khanka Basin, 

SpasskSpasskSpasskSpassk----DalniyDalniyDalniyDalniy, Russia, June 2006, Russia, June 2006, Russia, June 2006, Russia, June 2006



ChildrenChildrenChildrenChildren’’’’s art exhibits were displayed to celebrate the 10th anniversary s art exhibits were displayed to celebrate the 10th anniversary s art exhibits were displayed to celebrate the 10th anniversary s art exhibits were displayed to celebrate the 10th anniversary 

of Lake Khanka International Nature Reserve, of Lake Khanka International Nature Reserve, of Lake Khanka International Nature Reserve, of Lake Khanka International Nature Reserve, 

in in in in SpasskSpasskSpasskSpassk----DalniyDalniyDalniyDalniy, Russia and , Russia and , Russia and , Russia and MishanMishanMishanMishan, China, 2006, China, 2006, China, 2006, China, 2006



First meeting of a Working Group on First meeting of a Working Group on First meeting of a Working Group on First meeting of a Working Group on TransboundaryTransboundaryTransboundaryTransboundary Protected Areas Protected Areas Protected Areas Protected Areas 

and Biodiversity Conservation, and Biodiversity Conservation, and Biodiversity Conservation, and Biodiversity Conservation, 

Harbin, China, May 2007Harbin, China, May 2007Harbin, China, May 2007Harbin, China, May 2007



Second meeting of a Working Group on Second meeting of a Working Group on Second meeting of a Working Group on Second meeting of a Working Group on TransboundaryTransboundaryTransboundaryTransboundary Protected Areas Protected Areas Protected Areas Protected Areas 

and Biodiversity Conservation, and Biodiversity Conservation, and Biodiversity Conservation, and Biodiversity Conservation, 

Vladivostok, Russia, March 2008Vladivostok, Russia, March 2008Vladivostok, Russia, March 2008Vladivostok, Russia, March 2008



First meeting of Joint RussiaFirst meeting of Joint RussiaFirst meeting of Joint RussiaFirst meeting of Joint Russia----China Commission on implementation of the China Commission on implementation of the China Commission on implementation of the China Commission on implementation of the 

Agreement between the Governments of the Russian Federation and Agreement between the Governments of the Russian Federation and Agreement between the Governments of the Russian Federation and Agreement between the Governments of the Russian Federation and the the the the 

PeoplePeoplePeoplePeople’’’’s Republic of China on Lake Khanka Nature Reserve, s Republic of China on Lake Khanka Nature Reserve, s Republic of China on Lake Khanka Nature Reserve, s Republic of China on Lake Khanka Nature Reserve, 

Harbin, China, March 2009 Harbin, China, March 2009 Harbin, China, March 2009 Harbin, China, March 2009 



General Cooperation Program General Cooperation Program General Cooperation Program General Cooperation Program 

of Lake Khanka International Nature Reserve in 2009of Lake Khanka International Nature Reserve in 2009of Lake Khanka International Nature Reserve in 2009of Lake Khanka International Nature Reserve in 2009----2010201020102010

The Program’s goal 

is to promote cooperation between these two reserves.



Lake Khanka DayLake Khanka DayLake Khanka DayLake Khanka DayLake Khanka DayLake Khanka DayLake Khanka DayLake Khanka Day
SpasskSpasskSpasskSpassk----DalniyDalniyDalniyDalniy, Russia, April 2009, Russia, April 2009, Russia, April 2009, Russia, April 2009

ChildrenChildrenChildrenChildren’’’’s dance groups s dance groups s dance groups s dance groups 

performed in local institutions of secondary, performed in local institutions of secondary, performed in local institutions of secondary, performed in local institutions of secondary, 

vocational and supplementary education.vocational and supplementary education.vocational and supplementary education.vocational and supplementary education.

A photo exhibit: A photo exhibit: A photo exhibit: A photo exhibit: Nature Reserves Are Islands Nature Reserves Are Islands Nature Reserves Are Islands Nature Reserves Are Islands 

of Lifeof Lifeof Lifeof Life was held in the local history museum.was held in the local history museum.was held in the local history museum.was held in the local history museum.



Lake Khanka DayLake Khanka DayLake Khanka DayLake Khanka DayLake Khanka DayLake Khanka DayLake Khanka DayLake Khanka Day
SpasskSpasskSpasskSpassk----DalniyDalniyDalniyDalniy, Russia, April 2010, Russia, April 2010, Russia, April 2010, Russia, April 2010

Various art contests, performances, Various art contests, performances, Various art contests, performances, Various art contests, performances, 

a festival of active ecoa festival of active ecoa festival of active ecoa festival of active eco----teams teams teams teams 

and an art exhibit and an art exhibit and an art exhibit and an art exhibit 

were organized on the Russian side were organized on the Russian side were organized on the Russian side were organized on the Russian side 

of Lake Khanka Basin. of Lake Khanka Basin. of Lake Khanka Basin. of Lake Khanka Basin. 



Joint Migratory Bird CensusJoint Migratory Bird CensusJoint Migratory Bird CensusJoint Migratory Bird Census

Since April 2005 joint migratory bird censuses have been held anSince April 2005 joint migratory bird censuses have been held anSince April 2005 joint migratory bird censuses have been held anSince April 2005 joint migratory bird censuses have been held and d d d 

their results shared between the two countries (Russian experts their results shared between the two countries (Russian experts their results shared between the two countries (Russian experts their results shared between the two countries (Russian experts 

follow migration on the Russian Side and their Chinese counterpafollow migration on the Russian Side and their Chinese counterpafollow migration on the Russian Side and their Chinese counterpafollow migration on the Russian Side and their Chinese counterparts rts rts rts 

collect information in China). collect information in China). collect information in China). collect information in China). 



Workshop for Ornithologists of the Lake Khanka International NatWorkshop for Ornithologists of the Lake Khanka International NatWorkshop for Ornithologists of the Lake Khanka International NatWorkshop for Ornithologists of the Lake Khanka International Nature Reserve, ure Reserve, ure Reserve, ure Reserve, 

KhankaiskyKhankaiskyKhankaiskyKhankaisky Nature Reserve, Russia, March 29 Nature Reserve, Russia, March 29 Nature Reserve, Russia, March 29 Nature Reserve, Russia, March 29 –––– April 1, 2010April 1, 2010April 1, 2010April 1, 2010



During a Workshop for Ornithologists a joint stork and waterfowlDuring a Workshop for Ornithologists a joint stork and waterfowlDuring a Workshop for Ornithologists a joint stork and waterfowlDuring a Workshop for Ornithologists a joint stork and waterfowl census census census census 

was held on the Russian side of the Lake Khanka International Nawas held on the Russian side of the Lake Khanka International Nawas held on the Russian side of the Lake Khanka International Nawas held on the Russian side of the Lake Khanka International Nature Reserve ture Reserve ture Reserve ture Reserve 

from April 2 to April 4, 2010from April 2 to April 4, 2010from April 2 to April 4, 2010from April 2 to April 4, 2010



Workshop participants developed a protocol with appeals to law eWorkshop participants developed a protocol with appeals to law eWorkshop participants developed a protocol with appeals to law eWorkshop participants developed a protocol with appeals to law enforcement nforcement nforcement nforcement 

agencies of the Russian Federation and the Peopleagencies of the Russian Federation and the Peopleagencies of the Russian Federation and the Peopleagencies of the Russian Federation and the People’’’’s Republic of China.s Republic of China.s Republic of China.s Republic of China.




