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Black-faced Spoonbill
Platalea minor
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Black-faced Spoonbill: basic facts

• Global population: about 3,000 birds (2,725 
counted in January 2013)

• IUCN Red List category: Endangered
• Breeding:  ROK, DPRK, China (Liaoning), Russia 

(Primorye)
• Wintering (main): ROK (Jeju), Japan (Kyushu, 

Okinawa), China (Tainan, Fujian, Hong Kong, 
Macau), Vietnam (Red River Delta)



Black-faced Spoonbill: main threats

• Habitat loss (especially tidal wetland)
• Habitat degradation and pollution
• Disturbance
• Concentration of wintering birds
• Hunting



Black-faced Spoonbill: action plans

1995 2010



Black-faced Spoonbill: 
one of the best examples of 
international cooperation



Black-faced Spoonbills: Conservation 
priorities (2010 Action Plan)

• Strict protection of breeding sites in Russia, China 
and DPRK

• Protect and manage all important sites well
• Survey for summer sites of immature birds
• Spatial and food study at all sites to determine 

carrying capacity and limiting factors.
• Effective communication system within the range 
• Sharing of experience between sites



White-naped Crane 
Grus vipio
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White-naped Crane: basic facts

• Global population: 6,000 – 7,000 birds
• IUCN Red List category: Vulnerable
• Breeding: Russia, Mongolia, China
• Wintering: Japan (Izumi, about 3,000 birds), DMZ 

in Korea (about 2,000 birds), China (Yangtze basin 
especially Poyang Hu, 1,500- 2,000 birds)

• Main threats:  Habitat loss (drying out in breeding 
areas and agricultural/urban development in 
wintering areas), over-concentration at two or 
three sites



Hooded Crane
Grus monacha



Hooded Crane: basic facts

• Global population: about 12,000 birds
• IUCN Red List category: Vulnerable
• Breeding: Russia, China
• Wintering: Japan (Izumi, 9,000 - 11,000 birds), 

China (Yangtze basin, about 1,000 birds), ROK 
(Suncheon Bay, about 650 birds)

• Main threats:  Habitat loss, over-concentration 
at one or two sites



Threat to White-naped Cranes in their 
breeding grounds (Dauria): drying up 



Common problem to Hooded and White-
naped Cranes in their wintering grounds



International cooperation mechanism:
North East Asian Crane Site Network



Alternative wintering sites



Crane conservation engaging local 
communities



Both Black-faced Spoonbill and cranes 
are important flagship species 



NEASPECT project in 2006-2007: training 
of young conservationists and scientists 

in conservation of BFS and cranes



Young generation 
in conservation
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