Draft Booklet Outline

Advancing Urban Decarbonization through Low Carbon City Networks

- Positioning NEA-LCCP as a Regional Coordination Mechanism-

A. Introduction The Role of Low Carbon City Networks (1~2 pages)

Low Carbon City (LCC) networks play a pivotal role in the global transition toward
sustainable urban futures. As cities account for more than 70% of global carbon emissions,
enabling urban areas to reduce their environmental footprint is critical to achieving climate
targets set under the Paris Agreement, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and
the New Urban Agenda.

LCC networks serve as collaborative platforms that connect local governments with
technical experts, research institutions, civil society organizations, and international
partners. These networks promote knowledge exchange, capacity building, policy
innovation, and coordinated action, empowering cities to become engines of low-carbon
transformation. Through peer learning and joint initiatives, they help cities overcome shared
challenges and accelerate the implementation of sustainable solutions.

Purpose and Scope of the Booklet

This booklet aims to introduce and position the North-East Asia Low Carbon City Platform
(NEA-LCCP)—established under NEASPEC—as a regional coordination mechanism that
connects cities with key stakeholders and facilitates the transition to low-carbon urban
development. It seeks to clarify the Platform’s core objectives and value proposition while
providing a structured overview of the broader low-carbon city network ecosystem.

The primary purpose of the booklet is threefold:

« To map and assess the current landscape of low-carbon city networks in North-
East Asia, including their scope, focus areas, and modalities of engagement;

¢ To identify existing gaps and coordination challenges among these networks,
particularly in areas such as knowledge sharing, technical support, and regional
collaboration; and

e To present NEA-LCCP’s unique role as a bridging mechanism that connects
fragmented initiatives, enhances synergies, and supports municipal authorities in
accelerating climate action.



Key Stakeholders and Target Audience

The booklet also seeks to explore opportunities to scale the platform’s engagement
beyond the subregion by strengthening its linkages with low-carbon city initiatives across
Asia and at the global level. In doing so, it positions NEA-LCCP as both a regional anchor
and a gateway to international collaboration, in alighment with global climate frameworks
such as the Paris Agreement, the Sustainable Development Goals, and the New Urban
Agenda.

This publication serves not only as an informational resource but also as a strategic tool to:

e Local Governments and City Administrations: Municipal authorities are central to
implementing and scaling up low-carbon initiatives through urban planning, policies,
and infrastructure investments.

¢ Regional and International Organizations: Entities such as ESCAP/NEASPEC, ICLEI
East Asia, and CityNet play pivotal roles in fostering cooperation, providing technical
assistance, and supporting knowledge exchange.

o Research Institutions and Think Tanks: Organizations like iGDP and IGES contribute
data-driven insights, policy recommendations, and technical expertise to shape
effective urban climate strategies.

¢ Funding Agencies and Financial Institutions: Institutions such as the Green
Climate Fund (GCF) help cities secure financial resources for sustainable
infrastructure and climate action projects.

o Civil Society Organizations (CSOs): Organizations, such as the Climate Change
Center, support community engagement, advocate sustainable policies, and provide
grassroots solutions for urban decarbonization.

Through this booklet, policymakers, city leaders, technical experts, and development
partners will gain a clearer understanding of the value of low-carbon city networks—and how
platforms like NEA-LCCP can support them in translating climate commitments into on-the-
ground results.

B. Overview of Low Carbon City Networks (2-3 pages)

To strengthen regional cooperation on low-carbon urban development, the North-East Asia
Low Carbon City Platform (NEA-LCCP) was launched by NEASPEC in 2014. The platform



was created to serve as a coordination and communication mechanism that connects cities
and key stakeholders—including public institutions, non-profit organizations, research
centers, and international organizations—working across North-East Asia.

NEA-LCCP's core purpose is to:

e Facilitate communication and cooperation across the region;

e Bring together new information and knowledge on low-carbon development;

e Provide a focal point for ongoing dialogue;

e Support municipal authorities in building awareness and capacity for long-term
decarbonization strategies.

The key functions of NEA-LCCP include:

e Technical assistance by linking and mobilizing experts to provide analysis, policy
recommendations, and tailored support for participating cities;

e Analytical research to identify policy gaps and generate new knowledge on low-
carbon urban transitions in the subregional context;

e Capacity building by matching the demand and supply of knowledge and facilitating
first-hand exchange of experience among city practitioners;

e Developing an interactive online hub to share policy tools, case studies, and
opportunities for cooperation

e Facilitating collaboration by acting as a bridge between local governments and
regional/global networks.

By performing these roles, NEA-LCCP contributes to consolidating fragmented initiatives
and enhancing the effectiveness of low-carbon city programmes in the subregion.

C. Low Carbon City Networks in North-East Asia: Current Landscape and Gaps (5-7
pages)

North-East Asia is home to a range of dynamic low-carbon city initiatives led by local
governments, national ministries, and regional organizations. However, despite notable
progress, several challenges and gaps persist:

e Limited cross-border collaboration due to the absence of a unified coordination
mechanism.

e Fragmentation of efforts, with overlapping mandates and siloed knowledge-sharing.



e Uneven access to capacity-building opportunities and technical support across
cities.
e Underutilization of scientific expertise in policy formulation at the municipal level.

NEA-LCCP addresses these challenges by serving as a bridging platform—bringing together
diverse actors, harmonizing efforts, and providing cities with practical tools and connections.

D. Scaling Up: Connecting to Asia and Global Networks (5-7 pages)

To amplify its impact and align regional efforts with global trends, NEA-LCCP seeks to
strengthen ties with broader LCC initiatives across Asia and globally. Networks such as ICLEI,
C40, CityNet, UN-Habitat, and the Global Covenant of Mayors (GCoM) offer valuable models
for peer learning, technical cooperation, and multi-level governance.

In addition to strengthening connections across Asia and globally, it is useful to briefly
consider how similar platforms operate in other subregions. In Southeast Asia, the ASEAN
Smart Cities Network (ASCN) connects 26 cities to advance smart and sustainable urban
solutions through regional collaboration and public-private partnerships. In South Asia,
initiatives such as ICLEI South Asia and the South Asian Forum for Environment (SAFE)
support cities in developing climate-resilient infrastructure and low-carbon planning. The
Pacific Urban Partnership (PUP) helps small island developing states strengthen urban
resilience through integrated planning and governance, while the EBRD Green Cities
Programme in Central Asia assists cities like Tashkent and Almaty in designing and
financing Green City Action Plans. These platforms, though diverse in scope, share common
goals of enhancing collaboration, technical exchange, and regional coherence—offering
valuable reference points as NEA-LCCP expands its outreach and partnerships.

By connecting with these networks, NEA-LCCP can:

e Facilitate interregional learning and innovation exchange.

e Promote joint initiatives on urban decarbonization, especially in areas such as
climate finance, digital solutions, and urban resilience.

e Position North-East Asian cities within global dialogues and reporting mechanisms.

e Enhance the visibility of the region’s contributions to climate action.

Recommendations: Strengthening Synergies among Low Carbon City Network (2-3
pages)



To advance collaborative urban climate action, the following recommendations are
proposed:

1. Establish NEA-LCCP as a coordination node for city networks in North-East Asia to
streamline communication, reduce duplication, and align strategies.

2. Create ajoint working group or community of practice under NEA-LCCP to engage
partner networks and research institutions in regular dialogue.

3. Develop shared knowledge products (e.g., policy briefs, case studies, city toolkits)
that draw on the experiences of multiple networks.

4. Leverage digital platforms to facilitate real-time engagement and multilingual
access to resources.

5. Build formal linkages between NEA-LCCP and global networks to encourage mutual
support and co-hosted events.

6. Mobilize climate finance through joint funding proposals and cross-network project
pipelines.

7. Support pilotinitiatives that connect cities across countries and networks for
demonstration and replication.

E. Conclusion: Toward a More Connected and Impactful Network Ecosystem (1-2
pages)

NEA-LCCP has a unique opportunity to act as both a regional convenor and a global
connector—facilitating multi-level dialogue, fostering innovation, and scaling up low-
carbon urban transformation. Strengthening synergies among networks will not only
enhance impact but also ensure that no city is left behind in the pursuit of climate
resilience and sustainability.

Proposed work plan

e Finalize the draft outline —July 2025 (To be introduced during the LCCF5)
e Content development: — Mid of Aug 2025

e Requestinput from key stakeholders — End of Sep 2025

e Review and revision: Mid of Nov 2025

e Finalize the draft as an interim deliverable: End of Nov

e Layout and design: by end of 2025



