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Triple planetary crisis, SDGs and Global Biodiversity Framework



Turning the tide? 

➢ Early efforts after the Sustainable Development Goals were adopted produced some 
favourable trends.

➢ The proportion of waters under national jurisdiction covered by marine protected 
areas more than doubled in five years. 

➢ more than 100 Member States voluntarily commit to conserve or protect 
at least 30 per cent of the global ocean within marine protected areas and 
implement other effective area-based conservation measures by 2030

The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2023.pdf (un.org)

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2023.pdf


or drifting off course?

Asia and the Pacific SDG Progress Report 2024 (unescap.org)

https://repository.unescap.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.12870/6659/ESCAP-2024-FS-AP-SDG-Progress.pdf?_gl=1*4os5b8*_ga*MTAwNjM0ODc5Mi4xNzAxMzAyOTk2*_ga_SB1ZX36Y86*MTczMDEyNTUyOC4xNDUuMS4xNzMwMTI1NTY4LjIwLjAuMA..#page=84
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ESCAP: Ocean-based climate action



ESCAP: Ocean-based climate action

Draft Initiative for Regional Cooperation on OBCA_Webversion_04.09.2024.pdf (unescap.org)

Protecting and enhancing blue carbon ecosystems (excerpt) 

Actions Enablers Stakeholders

• Increase the 
coverage of MPAs (…)

• Increase financing for 
protection and 
restoration of blue 
carbon ecosystems

• Investing in marine 
conservation and 
protection, including 
the expansion of 
MPAs (…)

• Capacity building

• Scientific 
cooperation

• Technological 
transfer

• Financial incentive 
to compensate 
countries initiative 
in implementing 
blue carbon project

Government, local 
communities, 
private sector, 
NGOs

https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/event-documents/Draft%20Initiative%20for%20Regional%20Cooperation%20on%20OBCA_Webversion_04.09.2024.pdf


• A comprehensive intergovernmental cooperation 
framework addressing environmental challenges in 
North-East Asia 

• The first intergovernmental mechanism created by 

• Establishment: 1993

• Secretariat: UNESCAP East and North-East Asia Office
✓ Incheon, Republic of Korea

• Senior officials meeting: the governing body to 
provide overall policy guidance and project 
coordination and management; annual; rotation 
basis 

North-East Asian Subregional Programme 
                                    for Environmental Cooperation (NEASPEC) 



North-East Asian Marine Protected Areas Network (NEAMPAN) 

• Establishment: 2013 
✓ Approved by NEASPEC SOM-17 (2012)
✓ Official launch at NEASPEC SOM-18 (2013) 

• Goal: Establish an effective, functional representative 
network of MPAs in NEA for conservation of marine and 
coastal biodiversity and more efficient MPA management

• A key subregional platform for information sharing, joint 
assessment, monitoring, and partnership with other 
regional and global MPA networks 

• Steering Committee

• 12 nominated sites  



NEAMPAN Activities: Info-sharing and capacity building 



NEAMPAN Activities: Research 

• Study project: Management plans, monitoring and 
assessment of marine protected areas

• Study project (ongoing): Challenges and 
impacts of climate change on MPAs and 
relevant ocean-based solutions of 
NEAMPAN sites

SOURCE: IUCN, WCPA and NOAA



NEAMPAN Activities: Partnership with other MPA networks



Marine protected areas as a climate solution: Case of Suncheon Bay

16,000 tCO2 per year 
(national garden)

6,900 tCO2 per year 
(Suncheon wetland)

2023 Suncheon Bay International Garden Expo
➔ Revenue: 33.6 billion KRW (25 million USD)
➔ No. of visitors: 9,800,000 



In the pipeline 

❑ NEAMPAN Workshop on Advancing Marine Protected Areas for Climate Action, Biodiversity and Sustainable Development
➢ 11-12 November 2024
➢ Qingdao, China
➢ in collaboration with the First Institute of Oceanography, Ministry of Natural Resources of China and China-PEMSEA 

Sustainable Coastal Management Cooperation Center

❑ 27th Senior Official Meeting of NEASPEC (SOM-27)
➢ 12-13 December 2024 
➢ Beijing, China

• SOM is the governing body of NEASPEC, which provides overall policy guidance and project coordination and 
management to NEAPSPEC by making policy decisions concerning all substantive and financial matters. 

• NEASPEC Strategic Plan for 2026-2030 is expected to be approved by SOM-28 in 2025. 

❑ Study of Ocean-Based Climate Actions of NEAMPAN Sites 
➢ ROK study: publication (Q1, 2025)
➢ China study: Q4, 2024 – Q2, 2025

And more to come! 



Ways forward

UNESCO World Heritage Convention

NOAA Fisheries

East Asian finless porpoise

Gapless genome assembly of East Asian finless porpoise | Scientific Data (nature.com)

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41597-022-01868-4
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