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1. BACKGROUND

▪ Working in a challenging system

▪ Data is considered classified information and hard to 

access

▪ Coastal areas are under military command

But

▪ Increasing interest and efforts on environment 

conservation

▪ International partners can empower local stakeholders
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2. DESIGNATED MARINE 

PROTECTED AREAS IN THE 

DPRK
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LIST OF MPAS

▪ 2018 report: over 40 Marine Resource Protected 
Areas and more than 15 Migratory Bird/Seabird 
Protected Areas in DPRK

▪ DPRK Ministry of Land and Environment Protection 
recognizes issues in managing and enforcing 
Marine Protected Areas

▪ Despite numerous laws and designated protected 
zones, actual enforcement and implementation 
remain limited

▪ In 2019, a list was provided detailing 9 Migratory 
(Wetland) Reserves, 7 Seabird Reserves, and 19 
Marine Resource Protected Areas
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MAIN MARINE 
PROTECTED AREAS
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3. CASE STUDY – MUNDOK MIGRATORY BIRD RESERVE 
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MUNDOK MIGRATORY BIRD RESERVE
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MUNDOK MIGRATORY BIRD RESERVE

▪ Supporting migratory waterbirds on the East Asia-
Australasian Flyway (EAAF), including endangered 
species

▪ Critical site for resting, feeding, and wintering for 
migratory birds

▪ Site was designated by MoLEP as a MPA but faces 
management challenges due to the DPRK military's 
authority over some coastal areas

▪ Site has received significant ecological recognition 
since 1999, becoming an East Asia Crane Network 
site, EAAF Network site, and in 2018, a Ramsar Site, 
along with Rason MBR

11. November 2024 Marine Protected Areas in DPRK



4. CURRENT 
COOPERATION –

ONLINE SEMINARS 
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WHAT TOPICS WILL BE DISCUSSED?

▪ „Integrated coastal management methodology, classification of MPAs and their 

management” 

▪ „Cross-border cooperation: European cooperation in sustainable tourism in the 

UNESCO Wadden Sea World Heritage“

▪ „Seabird conservation and establishment of marine protected areas in Asia” 

▪ „ Nature-based solutions to address societal challenges” 

▪ „ Tidal flat conservation and management for migratory birds and the value of World 

Heritage Site inscription” 
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5. HOW CAN WE WORK TOGETHER?

▪ Join us as a speaker for future online seminars 

▪ Cooperation between HSF and ESCAP in the field of MPAs

▪ Building a connection between NEAMPAN and DPRK
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THANK YOU

Rebecca Reinecke

Project Manager for DPR Korea 

Hanns Seidel Foundation Korea

E-mail: reinecke@hss.or.kr
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