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• Regional development arm of the United Nations for the Asia-Pacific 
region: 1 of the 5 UN regional commissions 

• Supported by the 5 subregional offices and the 5 regional institutions

• Established in 1947 / HQs in Bangkok 
• 53 Member States + 9 Associate Members

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 



• A comprehensive intergovernmental cooperation 
framework addressing environmental challenges in 
North-East Asia 

• The first intergovernmental mechanism created by 

• Establishment: 1993

• Secretariat: UNESCAP East and North-East Asia Office
✓ Incheon, Republic of Korea

• Senior officials meeting: the governing body to 
provide overall policy guidance and project 
coordination and management; annual; rotation 
basis 

North-East Asian Subregional Programme 
                                    for Environmental Cooperation (NEASPEC) 



North-East Asian Marine Protected Areas Network (NEAMPAN) 

• Establishment: 2013 
✓ Approved by NEASPEC SOM-17 (2012)
✓ Official launch at NEASPEC SOM-18 (2013) 

• Goal: Establish an effective, functional representative 
network of MPAs in NEA for conservation of marine and 
coastal biodiversity and more efficient MPA management

• A key subregional platform for information sharing, joint 
assessment, monitoring, and partnership with other 
regional and global MPA networks 

• Steering Committee

• 12 nominated sites  



NEAMPAN Activities: Info-sharing and capacity building 



NEAMPAN Activities: Research 

• Study project: Management plans, monitoring and 
assessment of marine protected areas

• Study project (ongoing): Challenges and 
impacts of climate change on MPAs and 
relevant ocean-based solutions of 
NEAMPAN sites

SOURCE: IUCN, WCPA and NOAA



NEAMPAN Activities: Partnership with other MPA networks



Ways forward

UNESCO World Heritage Convention

NOAA Fisheries

East Asian finless porpoise

Gapless genome assembly of East Asian finless porpoise | Scientific Data (nature.com)

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41597-022-01868-4
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