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 In the Russian Federation specially protected natural areas are a 

traditional and very efficient form of nature protection activity.  

 

The ecological doctrine of the Russian Federation considers 

establishment and development of specially protected natural 

areas of various levels and mode among the basic environmental 

directions of national policy.  

 

Development and perfection of the network of specially protected 

natural areas provides fulfillment of international obligations by the 

Russian Federation in conservation of the environment.  
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 Taking into account increasing hazard of natural accidents and 

environmental changes as a result of economic activities, the main 

destination of specially protected natural areas both in Russia and 

worldwide is social services provided by the society in:  

 

 maintenance of environmental stability of the territories 

essentially changed by economic activities;  

 reproduction of valuable renewed natural resources in natural 

conditions;  

 maintenance of the healthy environment for people and 

providing conditions for the development of regulated tourism and 

recreation;  

 implementation of environmental educational programs;  

 carrying out fundamental and applied researches in the field of 

natural sciences.  
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 The system of the state natural reserves and national parks 

existing in Russia was under formation for over 95 years and 

includes:  

Basis of the system of specially protected natural areas consists 

(on 2010) of 102 state natural reserves, 42 national parks and 70 

national natural refuges of federal value (hereinafter - federal 

refuges) which occupy 2.7 percent of the total area of the Russian 

Federation.  

Domestic system of reserves and national parks obtained 

international recognition: 27 Russian reserves and 3 national parks 

hold the international status of UNESCO biospheric reserves,  

9 reserves and 5 national parks are under jurisdiction of the 

International Convention Concerning the Protection of the World 

Cultural and Natural Heritage,  

12 reserves and 1 national park are under jurisdiction of the 

Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, especially as 

waterfowl habitat (The Ramsar Convention),  

4 reserves have diplomas of the Council of Europe,  

3 reserves (Kostomukshsky, Daursky, Khankaisky) are a part of the 

international transboundary specially protected natural areas.  4 
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The system of existing and future state 

protected natural territories and waters. 



6 



System of Nature conservation in Russian Far East  

Considering the whole system of SPA in the Russian Far East it is 

necessary to assess it in comparison with other regions of the 

country. The Far East of the Russian Federation on the whole, and 

its southern part first of all, is unique among all other regions of 

Russia by the variety of species of fauna and flora, particularly in 

coastal areas. There are unique natural objects, many of which are 

of international or federal importance.  
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 Distribution of SPA objects among Federal Districts of Russia. Federal district   

                   

                     Area of SPNA, thousand ha             Share of  

                          Total         Only land            the federal district, 

                                                                                  %   

  

Severo-Zapadny   18 700  15 791       9.4   

Centralny  6183    6183                  9.5   

Privolzhsky  6845    6845                  6.6   

Yuzhny                  6828    6798                 11.5   

Uralsky               13 848  13 848                   7.6   

Sibirsky               34 323  33 342                   6.5   

Dalnevostochny 100 744  93 356                 15.1   
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Data of table show that considering exclusive uniqueness 

of Far Eastern ecosystems, including marine ones, Russia 

considers the region as a priority area in nature protection 

actions.  

The Far East is the important element of SPA system of 

Russia, first of all its southern part. SPA system of the Far 

East of Russia is well developed and represented by all 

spectrum of SPA.  
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Marine specially protected natural areas of 

 the Russian Far East  

According to the Constitution of the Russian Federation internal 

marine resources, territotial waters, exclusive economic zones and 

the continental shelf are under the federal jurisdiction.  

Conservation of biota in the World Ocean as a basis of stability of 

global ecosystem and the major source of renewed resources 

according to «UNEP Marine and Coastal Strategy» is among the 

major problems of the world nature protection activity and 

completely meets the priorities of the national environmental policy 

of the Russian Federation as a sea power.  

The Far East of the Russian Federation as a whole, and its south 

area first of all, is unrivalled among all regions of Russia in diversity 

of fauna and flora species, including in the coastal zones  
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The system of existing federal protected 

natural territories and waters in the 

South of Russian Far East. 
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At the same time, results of inventory of the status of the plants 

species included in the Red Data Books, carried out in MPA, has 

revealed that more than a half of them are not protected.  

 

According to WWF marine and coastal SPA of federal value in 

existing SPA system are presented non-uniformly and non-

representatively, in comparison with their continental analogues 

that is one of the reasons of development and expansion of MPA 

network with a view of conservation of unique natural heritage and 

a variety of coastal and marine ecosystems of Russia.  



17 Main present and potential environmental issues and threats  

in Russian Far East  
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In 2012 Centre of International Projects of Ministry of 

Nature Resources prepared Draft of concept of 

development of marine protected areas.  
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The concept of MPA development defines the following main 

tasks of its organization and functioning:  

 

• Maintenance of natural processes of marine ecosystem self-

restoration,  

• Adaptations to global changes, including climatic,  

• Prevention and softening of negative influences of new 

anthropogenic impacts,  

• Studying of the condition and features of its functioning,  

• And monitoring and forecast of natural regenerative processes 

and reaction to the nature and intensity of external impacts, 

including anthropogenic impacts.  
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Main tasks of MPA should be support of natural 

processes of self-regeneration of marine 

ecosystems, prevention and reduction of new 

anthropogenic impacts, studying of condition and 

features of their functioning, as well as monitoring 

and forecast of natural regeneration processes and 

reaction to the character and intensity of external 

impacts, including anthropogenic. 



To 2020 10 % of the coastal and marine areas especially valuable for 

biodiversity conservation and providing of ecosystem services should be 

protected through efficient management and systems of environmentally 

representative and interconnected marine protected areas.  

 



22 

1

2
345

6

7
8

9

10
11

12
13

Summary of proposed ecologically and biologically significant areas in 

the North-west Pacific (waters under Russia’s jurisdiction)  

(Spiridonov V.) 
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This MPA development concept is based on the following positions:  

• The ecological doctrine of the Russian Federation (approved by 

the order of the Government of the Russian Federation of 

31.08.2002),  

• Concepts of long-term social and economic development of the 

Russian Federation before 2020 (approved by the order of the 

Government of the Russian Federation of 17.11.2008 ),  

• The Climatic Doctrine (2009),  

• The Maritime Doctrine of the Russian Federation before 2020 

(approved in 2001),  

• Water Strategy of the Russian Federation before 2020 (2009),  

• The Water Code of the Russian Federation (edition of 

27.12.2009),  

• The Federal Law «On Conservation of the Environment» (edition 

of 27.12.2009),  

• The Federal Law «On Specially Protected Natural Areas» (edition 

of 27.12.2009),  

• The Federal Law «On Domestic Sea Waters, Territorial Sea and 

Adjoining Zone of the Russian Federation» (edition of 27.12.2009),  



24 

Thank You Very Much for your 

attention 


