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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank the participants for their attendance. Present shortly the speakers – especially introduce Ms. Jia from China and Mr. Bayarbat from Mongolia as our national focal points for the NEASPEC dust and sandstorms project and our main partners for this project. Thank the Republic of Korea for hosting the first ever UNCCD COP in Asia and express hope that this will give additional motivation and stimulus to focus global attention to issues of desertification, land degradation and droughts (DLDD) in North-East Asia, and Asia in general.



Outline

1. Why multilateral cooperation?
2. Examples of multilateral initiatives
3. Short overview of DLDD in North-East Asia
4. NEASPEC and its project on mitigation of dust and 

sand storms in North-East Asia
5. Potential to enhance collaboration of the subregional 

member States

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DLDD- Desertification, Land Degradation and Droughts



Why multilateral cooperation?

• Rich experience accumulated in North-East Asia over the 
last few decades

• Significant complementarities among countries in terms 
of technical and policy expertise

• Many issues are transboundary in nature, e.g. dust and 
sandstorms

• Better opportunities to partner with other regions outside 
Asia for joint projects

• Higher potential for fundraising
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 The provisions of article 10 of UNCCD  on cooperation among Parties applies equally to subregional and regional programmes. Such cooperation may include agreed joint programmes for the sustainable management of transboundary natural resources, scientific and technical cooperation, and strengthening of relevant institutionsSuccessful policy and technical measures in NEA countries like: China: Law on combating desertification, several policy measures, research, technical measures. National – “Three Norths” Shelterbelt program, more than 2 billion trees planted per year In the Republic of Korea – a series of National Forest Programs after the Korean War that restored the forest cover, similar actions in JapanOn the other hand, DPRK and Mongolia require capacity building and technical assistance  Dust and sandstorms (DSS) have increased both in number and magnitude over the last few decades in NEA and cause damage to economies – especially agriculture and human health. ROK estimates that DSS losses are ca. 1% of GDP per year. As DLDD issues require billions of dollars of investment, Member States can mobilize more funds through joint projects.



Examples of multilateral initiatives

• Regional Master Plan for the Prevention and Control of 
Dust and Sandstorms (DSS) in North-East Asia 

• North-East Asia Sub-Regional Action Programme to 
Combat Desertification and Dust and Sandstorms 
(NEASRAP) 

• North-East Asia Forest Network (NEAFN)
• UNCCD regional network in Asia
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Regional Master Plan – see next slide for details NEASRAP – was developed by scientists from China, Mongolia and ROK with the support of UNCCD, ESCAP and North-East Asia Forest Network (not officially adopted by member States). Before, similar subregional action plans were developed for West Asia SRAP (2000), Central Asia SRAP (2003), South Asia SRAP (2004) and SEA SRAP (2005) NEAFN- initiated by Korea Forest Service and established on 18 September 2007, with memberships from China (State Forestry Administration), Mongolia (Ministry of Nature and Environment) and Republic of Korea (Korea Forest Service).  Japan, DPR Korea and the Russian Federation have also been invited to join. The NEAFN is coordinated by the Asia Regional Coordinating Unit of the UNCCD Secretariat and aims to improve subregional cooperation on DLDD issuesRegional network – see next slides



Regional Master Plan

• Main focus: Prevention and Control of Dust and 
Sandstorms (DSS) in North-East Asia (2005) by ADB, 
UNEP, UNCCD, UNESCAP, adopted by China, Japan, 
Mongolia and ROK

• Time frame: 15-20 years

• Component I: Establishment of a regional monitoring 
and early warning network for DSS in Northeast Asia 
implemented by UNEP and ADB

• Component II: An investment strategy for the 
prevention and control of DSS through demonstration 
projects implemented by ESCAP and UNCCD
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
- Regional Master Plan for the prevention and control of dust and sandstroms in North-East Asia was developed in 2005 by ADB, UNEP, UNCCD, UNESCAP and adopted by Governments of China, Japan, Mongolia and ROK as a comprehensive strategy to tackle the problem of dust and sandstorms at their points of origin – China and Mongolia. Two main components (as shown on the slide) were introduced where ESCAP and UNCCD are the leading agencies for the Investment Strategy and demonstration projects- NEASPEC project implements a small part of this Regional Master Plan and hopes to contribute to implementation of this important strategy by mobilizing political will and investment interest from regional and global actors.



UNCCD Regional Framework
• Ministerial Conference on Regional Cooperation to Implement 

UNCCD in Asia (Beijing, 1997)

• Subregional Actions Programmes (NEASRAP for North-East Asia), 
National Actions Programmes (NEA countries)

• 6 Thematic Programme Networks:

- Desertification Monitoring and Assessment  
- Agroforestry and Soil Conservation in Arid, Semi-arid and Dry Sub-humid 

areas
- Rangeland management in arid areas including the fixation of sand dunes
- Water resources management for agriculture in arid, semi-arid and dry 

sub-humid areas  
- Strengthening capacities for drought impact mitigating and desertification 

combating  
- Assistance for the implementation of integrated local area development 

programmes (LAPDs) initiatives
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ministerial Conference on implementation of UNCCD in Asia held in Beijing in 1997 established 6 Thematic Programme Networks (TPN) as shown on the slide. These TPNs are chaired by different Asian countries based on their areas of expertise.  Beijing Conference also underscored the importance of establishing subregional action programmes (as NEASRAP) and regional action programme for Asia to boost the cooperation among Parties.



Desertification and Land Degradation in 
North-East Asia: China

- China: 27.5 % of territory covered by deserts
- More than 30% of population, exceeding 400 mln.

people affected by desertification
- Annual direct economic losses exceed 64 billion yuan
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
About 3.317 million km2 or 34.6% of the total territory is affected by desertification, especially in the North-West, North and North-East.  The affected areas stretch across 18 provinces, including Xinjiang, Inner Mongolia, Tibet, Qinghai, Gansu, Hebei, Ningxia, Shaanxi, and Shanxi The rate of desertification has been accelerating, from 1,500 km2 per year in the 1950s through the 1970s, to more than 3,000 km2 per year in 2003.  The area of deserts is also expanding.  It accounts for about 27.5% of China's total land area today compared to about 17.6% in 1994. There are eight deserts and four sandy lands in China, of which three deserts and all the sandy lands are located in Inner Mongolia, which accounts for about 36% of desertification-affected areas in China.  In recent years, the tremendous efforts and investment put by Government resulted in stabilization of situation and even some reversal of the negative trend. 



Desertification and Land Degradation in 
North-East Asia: Mongolia

- 41.3% of total territory is Gobi desert and arid zone
- 90% of pastureland vulnerable to desertification and

land degradation
- Negative effects of climate change on fragile

ecosystems
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
78.4% of Mongolia’s land is being degraded, of which 20% is considered as severely deteriorated areaMain issues – climate change, overgrazing, and mining activities. Over a period of 30 years, 46.5% of agricultural area suffers from wind and water erosion, forest cover has been reduced by 1.4 million hectares and 70% of pasturelands have been overgrazed



Other North-East Asian Countries

- DPRK: soil erosion and sedimentation due to
deforestation and unstable crop cultivation in sloping
lands

- ROK and Japan: exemplary successes of national
reforestation programs in 20th century, some threat
related to climate change and continued economic
development

- Russian Federation: 1 million sq. km of land
subject to desertification, loss of biodiversity,
increased occurrence of droughts
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
- DPRK has a lot of forests (72.5% of land area) but a lot of pressure recently due to crops cultivation in sloping lands and increase in soil erosion. In the Republic of Korea – a series of National Forest Programs after the Korean War that restored the forest cover, similar actions in Japan Increased occurrence of droughts in Russia, a great drought in 2010 damaged crops



NEASPEC: Major Programme Areas 

Transboundary 
Air Pollution

Focus: coal-fired 
power plants

2010-20: China and 
Mongolia

Nature 
Conservation 
Programme

Focus: flagship 
species and 

transboundary areas
2010-12: Tumen

River Area, Dauria
International 

Protected Area  and 
Khanka-Xingkai

Lake International 
Nature Reserve

Dust and 
Sandstorms

Focus: 
transboundary 

cooperation

2010-11: Erenhot
(China) and Zamyn-

Uud (Mongolia)

Eco-efficiency 
Partnership 

Focus: Support 
national initiatives; 
Multi-stakeholder 

approach
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
- NEASPEC was launched in 1993 as a comprehensive intergovernmental environmental cooperation mechanism with the membership of China, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), Japan, Mongolia, Republic of Korea (ROK), and the Russian Federation. ESCAP Subregional Office for East and North-East Asia (SRO-ENEA) serves as the NEASPEC Secretariat.



NEASPEC Project on Mitigation of Dust 

and Sandstorms in North-East Asia

• Contribute to implementation of the Master Plan for the 
Prevention and Control of Dust and Sandstorms 

• To be implemented between 2010-2012 
• Main partners: Mongolian National Committee to 

Combat Desertification and Ministry of Nature, 
Environment and Tourism, Chinese National Bureau to 
Combat Desertification and State Academy of Forestry, 
Korea Forest Service, NGOs, UNDP Mongolia, UNCCD
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 NEASPEC project on implementation of the Regional Master Plan for the Prevention and Control of Dust and Sandstorms was approved by SOM-15 held in March 2010 in Japan, project is funded from NEASPEC Core fund, total budget is 220,000 USD. The active implementation of the project started at the end of 2010 with consultation visit of NEASPEC secretariat to Mongolia. The project is expected to be finalized by mid 2012 Main partners are Mongolian National Committee to Combat Desertification and Ministry of Nature, Environment and Tourism of Mongolia, Chinese National Bureau to Combat Desertification Korea Forest Service organized a field trip to their project location in Mongolia during the NEASPEC project inception meeting UNDP Mongolia is expected to contribute in mobilization of community in Zamyn-Uud to increase sustainability of the pilot plantation project NGOs from Mongolia and Korea participate in the project meetingsUNCCD provide consultations



Project Overview
• Pilot DSS prevention area in Zamyn-Uud, close to Chinese 

city of Erenhot, wind and sand-breaks plantation
• Development of innovative financing mechanisms for 

reforestation projects (work with local governments and 
communities)

• Facilitate exchange of best practices on combating 
desertification among NEASPEC countries, especially China 
and Mongolia

• Capacity building of Mongolian experts on policy and 
technical aspects (trainings, development of GIS database)

• Strengthen cooperation between China and Mongolia on 
local, provincial and national levels

• Contribute to success of national programs/strategies, e.g. 
Mongolian National Action Programme to Combat 
Desertification
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Zamyn-Uud and Erenhot are only 8 km apart, they are located along the main trade corridor (railway and highway) connecting Mongolia and China. Erenhot is far better developed economically than Zamyn-Uud and conducts successful work on combating desertification. This provides good ground for cooperation on local government level. We will try to establish a self-sustainable scheme for managing the plantation (about 15,000 trees) by mobilizing communities and creating income opportunities by planting fruits trees and vegetables inside the wind-breaks As Mongolian National Committee to Combat Desertification is the main national body to coordinate work of different actors, GIS database of existing projects will improve coordination 



Pilot Project Location
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
- Pilot project location is situated in Eastern Gobi, in Gobi desert steppe region, on the border of Mongolia and China



Implementation

• Inception meeting in Ulaanbaatar, Zamyn-Uud and 
Erenhot, 19-21 April 2011 provided specific technical 
and policy advice on different aspects of the project

• Initiated implementation of the pilot project in Zamyn-
Uud 

• Capacity building training for 20 Mongolian experts by 
the Institute for Desertification Studies, Chinese 
Academy of Forestry, 19-25 September 2011

• Study on successful practices in cooperation with Cold 
and Arid Regions Environmental and Engineering 
Research Institute, China
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Inception meeting was attended by more than 30 participants from China, Mongolia, ROK, NGOs and international agencies. It provided the detailed workplan for the project and expert views for implementation of the pilot project and design of the capacity building programme Due to administrative problems, there was a delay in implementation of the pilot project (planting of trees with the irrigation system). Now the problem has been solved and we hope to finalize the project by Spring 2012 Training programme for 20 Mongolian experts was recently held in Erenhot, China. The lectures were both on policy and technical measures to combat desertification and were coupled with field trips to sites of best practices in Inner Mongolia region of China. A Chinese consultant from the Cold and Arid Regions Environmental and Engineering Research Institute, China hired for this project is finalizing currently the  study on successful practices in China which will be published as a part of the post-project publication
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On photos (from left to right, top to bottom): Field trip of the Inception meeting, April 2011 – location of a Korean-Mongolian GreenBelt project Meeting with the local community of Zamyn-Uud, Mongolia during Inception meeting, April 2011 Training of Mongolian experts in China – September 2011 Modern waste water treatment plant in Erenhot China, treated water is used to irrigate trees – was visited during Inception Meeting, April 2011



Way forward for subregional cooperation in 
North-East Asia

• Utilize fully complementarities of member States for 
knowledge and data sharing, exchange of expertise on 
policy and technical issues

• Scale-up assistance to developing countries

• Work jointly on strategies to mobilize resources –
private sector, PPP, GEF, etc

• Explore opportunities for South-South and triangular 
cooperation with other regions of the world

• ESCAP will continue to serve member States to facilitate 
multilateral cooperation
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
International community needs to scale up assistance to Mongolia and DPRK, and also keep supporting China Private sector involvement is very important, success stories from China – Elion Group in Kubuqi Desert ESCAP to utilize its convening power to bring member States closer and facilitate joint work and projects



Thank you!
CONTACT NEASPEC SECRETARIAT:    

E-mail:     secretariat@neaspec.org  

Address:   17th Floor, Meet-you-all Tower 
7-50 Songdo-dong, Yeonsu-gu 
Incheon, 406-840, Republic of Korea 

Tel:           +82-(0)32-458-6600  
Fax:           +82-(0)32-458-6699  

Website:    www.neaspec.org 
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