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01. The Korean Ecolabelling System 

ü People realized that regulations and crackdowns on manufacturers are not enough
to solve environmental problems owing to frequent pollution accidents in the late 80s.

ü The necessity of new environmental policy conforming to market principle was raised. 
ü The German ecolabelling system was covered by media in 1991. The Ministry of 

Environment and the Environment Conservation Association considered introducing 
ecolabelling program thereafter.

Ecolabelling Program!
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01. The Korean Ecolabelling System 

● 4 step●● 44 step

● 3 step

● 2 step

Environ
mental
Policy 
Change

Level of 
Environmental 
Policies

Advanced 
Countries

Korea

Developing 
Countries

● 1 step

◈ the Importance of Ecolabel : Observance of Regulations⇒ Pollution Prevention ⇒
Integrated Management Tool Focused on Products

▪ Integrated Supervision System
- Sustainability Management
- Integrated Env. Management

▪ Non Regulation
- Indifference of Government 
and Company

▪ Prevention System
- Focus of Pollution Prevention
- Economic Access

▪ Regulation System
- Focus of Follow up Surveillance
- Direct Regulations

(Government Intervention)



History

1994 1997 2005

1992
Commenced the 
Korean Eco-
labeling Program 
(notified by 
Ministry of 
Environment)

1994
Established legal 
base of the 
Korean Eco-
labeling Program 
(Support for 
Environmental 
Technology and 
Industry Act) 

2005
Established 
mandatory 
purchase system 
(Act on the 
Promotion of the 
Purchase of 
Environment-
Friendly 
Products)

1992

1997
Joined GEN (Global 
Eco-labeling Network) 

2011

2011
Achieved 
GENICES 
Certification
(the conformity 
of International 
Standards)

01. The Korean Eco-labeling System 
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2012
151 criteria

8,166 products 

(Feb.29, 2012)



“Support for Environmental Technology and Industry Act ”

• Article 17 (Authentication of Environmental Mark) ① The Minister of Environment may grant authentication of 

environmental mark for the products which may cause less environmental pollution or save resources 

compared with other products intended for the same use (including apparatus, materials, and services affecting 

the environment; hereinafter the same shall apply) 

Legal Base 
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01. The Korean Eco-labeling System 



1) Overall management of the Eco-labelin
g system, including the establishment 
and revision of related laws

2) Announcement of the target eco-label 
products and certification criteria

3) Understanding and reporting of the res
ult of the purchase of eco-friendly pro
ducts by public agencies 

4) Other technical and administrative sup
port for the Eco-labeling system 

(Green Technology & Industry Division)
KEITIKEITI

1) Selection of the target eco-label produc
ts and preparation of the draft establish
ment/revision of certification criteria by 
target product

2) Eco-label certification and the follow-u
p surveillance of certified products

3) Promotion business for the Eco-labelin
g system and certified products

4) Establishment and operation of the sys
tem to provide information on eco-frien
dly products
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01. The Korean Eco-labeling System Organizations



KEITI is a Subsidiary Governmental Organizations 
under Korea’s Ministry of Environment 

Korea Environmental Industry & Technology Institute

Korea Environment & Resources Corporation

Korea National Park Service

SUDOKWON Landfill Site Management Corp.
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01. The Korean Ecolabelling System Organizations
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Total : 295 people 
(‘12.Feb.29)

01. The Korean Eco-labeling System KEITI



01. Introduction of Organization Organization

Establishment/revision of 
certification criteria

Operation of the certification

Follow-up surveillance 
of eco-labeled products

Promote distribution of 
green products
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Environmental 
Standard Management 

Office



01. Introduction of Organization Introduction of Departments
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Eco-Label 
Certification 

Office

Eco-Label 
Certification 

Office

- Certification of eco-labeling program
- Supporting international certification of eco-Label
- Supporting companies have attained certification

Environmental 
Standard

Management Office

Environmental 
Standard

Management Office

- Development and revision of eco-labeling criteria
- International standardization of eco-labeling criteria
- Strengthening of consumer confidence to eco-labeling through 

criteria surveillance monitoring
- Monitoring of eco-labeling use without permission



01. Introduction of Organization Introduction of Departments
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Eco-products 
Promotion Office

Eco-products 
Promotion Office

- Support public purchasing of eco-products
- Promotion of green purchasing in industrial sector
- Operation of the Green Product Information System



Environmental Certification Department
Environmental Standard Management Office

Tel. : +82-2-380-0415
http://el.keiti.re.kr/eng/index.do

EcoEco--labeling : Realizing Green Growth, Green Consumption & Green Soclabeling : Realizing Green Growth, Green Consumption & Green Societyiety


