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Russian-Mongolian transboundary Dauria Ecological 

Region is key breeding area of  western population of  WnC 

in the world. The Russian part of Dauria supports 100% of  

breeding sites of  western population of  WnC within Russia.



The NEASPEC project duration in Russian Dauria:  

2014-2016.

The key scoping surveys activities: 

1) 2014-2016, study and monitoring of WnC population in 

the central part of the Russian-Mongolian Dauria Region (in 

total 10 monitoring on the area about 18,700 km²);

2) 2016, whole census of WnC population in Russian 

Dauria (census using small helicopter on the area about 

35,000 km²);

3) 2014-2016, work with local people and Government for 

conservation of  WnC in Russia.



The key joint study activities (on the Russian 

territory): 

1) June 2015, joint study with Chinese Team;

2) August 2015, joint study with Mongolian Team;

3) September 2015, joint study with Mongolian, Chinese and 

Japanese Team;



The Barun-Torey Lake in 2000
(590 km² )

Key breeding site of 

Wh.-naped Crane

Wetlands in Dauria depend significantly on long-term climatic 

change. During dry 2000-2016, about 95% of lakes and small 

rivers in Dauria  become completely dry. 2007-2009 were the 

most dry years. The climate cycles cause radical transformation 

of wetlands and crane populations. For example, the big Barun-

Torey Lake (the key breeding site of WnC in Russian Dauria) is 

completely dry since 2009.



2010s

Distribution of breeding pairs 1995

2016

Previous 

complete 

census of WnC 

in Russian 

Dauria was 

made in 1995.

During 1995-

2016, 

population  

was declined 

twice:    about  

100 territorial 

pairs were

in 1995,

but only about 

45 pairs 

remained in 

2016. 



The main causes of population decline (the main 

threats):

No significant threats in Daursky NR. But, there 

are many threats outside of protected areas.

Main natural threat: limit of habitats (wetlands) and 

limit of  forage resources because of dry climate 

period 2000-2016.

Typical breeding habitats

Breeding habitats 

during drought


